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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


ACTH BIBLIOGRAPHY 


The Army Medical Library has been engaged for some time in 
developing an approach to subject bibliography, which is new to this 
Library. The first experiment has been in the direction of compiling 
and publishing a bibliography on a topic of extreme medical interest 
currently - ACTH, Cortisone, and related compounds. The bibliog- 
raphy has been compiled by the Reference Division with the advice 
and assistance of Dr. Evelyn Anderson, of the National Institutes of 
Health, and Dr. Erwin P. Vollmer, of the Naval Medical Research 
Institute. It contains over 3400 references to the literature published 
from 1940 to the fall of 1950, and is arranged alphabetically by subject 
with an author index. Portions of the bibliography have been annotated 
with the whole work coming to approximately 350 pages. 

This is the first of a group of bibliographic publications on 
special subjects which the Army Medical Library hopes to present to 
the medical community. It is in keeping with the Library’s tradition 
of making the contents of its unrivalled collection available to phy- 
sicians and other scholars everywhere. Since a substantial portion 
of the bibliography is based on the cards of the Subject File - the 
unpublished portion of the Index-Catalogue of the Library of the 
Surgeon General’s Office - the publication also partially fulfills a 
recommendation by the Surgeon General’s Committee of Consultants 
for the Study of the Indexes to Medical Literature published by the 
Army Medical Library, to the effect that ‘‘the present backlog of 
cards intended for use in future volumes of the Index-Catalogue 
possesses values that should not be lost... [and] methods of utilizing 
these cards should be developed by the Army Medical Library.’’ 

Added to the references from the Subject File is a large number 
of references taken from many other sources. Although the bibli- 
ography contains many citations on the subject, it is reasonable to 
assume that some references have been overlooked. The Army 
Medical Library would be grateful if users would call its attention 
to such omissions, for incorporation in a possible future supple- 
ment. It also welcomes comments on the work as a whole. 

Copies of the bibliography, which is due back from the printers 
by the end of January, may be obtained from the Director won: re- 
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Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Me éa} ry. 
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CHANGES IN VOLUME 20 (1951) 


CURRENT LIST OF MEDICAL LITERATURE 


The first volume of the new Current List of Medical Literature 
(Volume 19, July-December 1950) is now completed. This volume 
consists of five regular monthly issues and a final issue in December 
which contains the cumulation of the previous months’ index sections. 
Also contained in the December issue, and planned as a regular annual 
feature, is the complete list of journals indexed in the Current List. 

Beginning with the January issue, now at the printer, certain 
changes have been incorporated: 

Volume 20 will be the first annual volume of the Current List. 
Heretofore each volume covered a half year period as, for example, 
in 1950 Volume 18 was the last complete volume of the old Current 
List covering the period January-June 1950, and Volume 19 was the 
first complete volume of the new Current List for the July-December 
period. Volume 20 will contain eleven regular monthly issues for 
January through November 1951, and the December Cumulative Author 
and Subject Index will complete the volume. 

Perhaps the most important change made is the somewhat 
different subject heading approach for the index portion. The main 
subject headings used in Volume 20 (1951) are derived, as formerly, 
from a predetermined authority list, and may therefore be termed 
standard; but the subheadings to be used in the new volume are various 
and non-standard, being freely derived from material contained within 
the specific journal article being indexed. By means of this technique 
a more specific expression of the subject content of the article is per- 
mitted. 

The list of journals indexed in the new Current List is the result 
of careful selection from the periodicals in medicine and its allied 
fields published throughout the world. A number of the journals se 
lected, however, embrace a wider range of science than the medical 
and para-medical fields. While these journals include some material 
.of considerable importance to the field of medicine, it is recognized 
that they also contain items of little or no pertinence to the medical 
worker. In the preceding volume of the Current List (Volume 19), 
all articles in all journals on the selected list were indexed, regard- 
less of scope. In contrast, in Volume 20 those articles which fall out- 
side the area of the biological sciences, broadly interpreted, will be 
omitted; for example, articles on guided missiles, geology, and mathe- 
mathics will no longer be indexed. When the omission of out-of-scope 
items occurs, an asterisk preceding the journal title abbreviation will 
indicate that articles are set aside only on the basis of being out of 
scope; no attempt is made to discriminate on the basis of quality, im- 
portance, or supposed value. The policy is: ‘‘When in doubt, include.” 
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GENERAL PATTERSON DIES 


Major General Robert U. Patterson, Retired, an Honorary 
Consultant to the Army Medical Library, died at Walter Reed Army 
Hospital in Washington on 6 December 1950, after a brief illness. 

General Patterson served in the Army Medical Corps from 
1901 until his retirement at the expiration of his four-year appoint- 
ment as Surgeon General of the Army in 1935. He subsequently 
served as Dean of the University of Oklahoma School of Medicine 
and later as Dean of the University of Maryland School of Medicine. 


IBM PROJECT 


The research team under Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, of Johns Hop- 
kins University, in conjunction with the Surgeon General’s Committee 
of Consultants on Medical Indexing, has set out to determine, among 
other things, the essential scope and coverage of existing and ideal 
medical indexes. Their first task was to compile a list of periodical 
titles in medicine and related fields with some basic facts about each. 
To assemble these facts a plan was devised to gather the data and 
place it on punched cards which could be sorted and re-sorted in any 
combination. Cards for 2500 periodicals held by the Welch Medical 
Library or indexed by the Current List and by QCIM have been 
punched, to which will be added an estimated 2500 other titles re- 
ceived by the Army Medical Library. 

When the project is completed, probably in the spring, the cards 
will be duplicated and a set deposited in the Army Medical Library. 
Beyond its local use, this assembling of information about medical 
periodicals will be a substantial contribution toward the solution of 
some of the larger problems of bibliographical control of scientific 
literature. 


DR. WILSON CHAIRMAN 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the Library’s History of 
Medicine Division, was. Chairman of the meeting of the History of 
Science Society, held on Friday afternoon, 29 December. The 
Society is a section of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, which held its annual meeting in Cleveland, 26 to 
30 December 1950. 


CURRENT LIST DIVISION 


The Current List Section has been redesignated the Current 
List Division of the Army Medical Library, with Mr. Seymour I. 
Taine as Chief. 
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LATIN AMERICAN JOURNAL LIST 


In cooperation with the Committee on Periodicals and Seria] 
Publications of the Medical Library Association, the Library hag 
prepared a mimeographed Selective List of Latin-American weccal 
Serials. It comprises about seven hundred serial titles which 
been evaluated for their usefulness ina medical library by a jury 
of Latin-American librarians and medical research workers. ~ 

The list is offered gratis to requesting libraries. R 
should be addressed to the Acquisition Division, Army Medical 
Library, Washington 25, D.C. 


EXHIBITS 





The January exhilat commemorates the two hundredth annivers 
sary of the death of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). From a — 
medico-historical point of view Bach, who throughout his life was ag 
extremely healthy individual, is noteworthy in two respects: First, 
in his last illness he fell into the hands of the ill-reputed ‘‘ophthal-” 
miater’’ John Taylor, whose report is shown in the exhibit (Travels 
and adventures ... London, 1761). Secondly, the location of Bach's 
grave has long been unknown but in 1895 Wilhelm His, by painstalil 
anatomical methods, identified a skull found at the Johannesfriedhof_ 
at Leipzig as that of Bach. His’ original reports, together with the 
illustrative material he used, are also shown. 


The Library has enlisted the aid of the Medical Illustration — 
Service, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, in the preparation * 
a traveling exhibit on the services of the Army Medical Library, _ 
Basically, the exhibit consists of three hinged panels, one of which — 
lists some of the services offered (interlibrary loans, photoduplica-_ 
tion, reference services, etc.) and one of which portrays the publi 
cations of the Library (Current List of Medical Literature, Author 
Catalog, Index-Catalogue). The third panel contains an admatic 
machine projecting three series of ten cartoons each about the 
Library. For larger-than-average exhibition booths, two more p 
of photo-montages of the Library, which can be added to the basic 
hibit, have been prepared. 

The exhibit has already been shown at the Clinical S¢ssion of a 
American Medical Association and at the meetings of the American ~ 
Association for the Advancement of Science. It is hoped that it will © 
be exhibited also at the meetings of the Association of Military Sur- 
geons, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia, and the Amer 
can Association of the History of Medicine, as well as at some library 
meetings. 








BEST WISHES FROM THE DIRECTOR AND STAFF FOR 1951” 














